
The landscape surrounding the world-famous Appalachian Trail (A.T.) connects 
rural communities and working farms and forests; squeezes through rapidly 
developing regions; and provides the foundation for unparalleled outdoor 
recreation and tourism opportunities. 

The A.T. footpath and a surrounding narrow corridor are protected by federal law as established in 
the National Trails System Act of 1968. While public access and trail continuity are secure and 
well managed, many of the pristine viewsheds, watersheds, and areas of natural and cultural 
significance comprising the A.T. landscape are unprotected and vulnerable to external threats. 
These important resources are susceptible to the impacts of commercial and residential 
development, destruction of diverse wildlife and plant habitats, inappropriately sited energy 
development facilities, and the loss of unfragmented habitat that provides resiliency to the 
impacts of climate change. 

Opportunities exist to connect existing conservation areas, conserve and promote historic and 
cultural features, and prevent land-use changes that impact pristine landscapes surrounding the 
Trail.  Identifying and targeting a diverse variety of landscapes, watersheds, and viewsheds has the 
potential to significantly enhance for future generations the natural, emotional, and economic 
value of a 2,190-mile stretch of the Eastern United States.

THE CONSERVATION OF LARGE LANDSCAPES  
ALONG THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL

The viewsheds that make the Appalachian Trail so iconic are susceptible to major threats, such as development.
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Protecting the A.T. landscape is a partnership initiative based on the recently adopted 
Appalachian Trail Conservancy’s (ATC) 5-year Strategic plan and the National Park Service (NPS) 
Appalachian National Scenic Trail’s Foundation Document and Business Plan. The multi-jurisdictional 
complexity of the A.T. requires a large landscape-scale conservation strategy which involves commitments from a 
variety of stakeholders. The ATC and NPS have laid the foundation to:

In December 2015, nearly 70 conservation leaders representing agencies and organizations from up 
and down the Trail gathered for the first meeting of the Appalachian Trail Landscape Conservation Initiative to work 
on developing a shared vision, learn about large landscape conservation initiatives, and explore possible priority areas 
for land conservation. The next steps will focus on refining a vision for the Initiative, creating a steering committee, 
developing an active communications/outreach strategy, and identifying high-priority land conservation target areas. 

   Create strong local, regional and national support to safeguard the picturesque vistas, wildlife habitat, streams  
  and rivers, farmlands, and valuable historic sites 

   Bring together the expertise and funding capacities of organizations, communities, and public agencies along the  
  A.T. to protect a broad landscape

   Preserve the scenic values, important watersheds, fragile natural habitats, and the cultural and recreational   
  resources of the A.T.

   Link the extensive wilderness and protected areas along the Appalachian Mountains to the developed human  
  landscape of eastern communities and cities

   Enable future generations to enjoy a high quality recreational experience and scenic vistas generated by protected  
  natural habitats along what was once the frontier of American civilization

Participants from the 2015 A.T. Landscape Conservation Initiative
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To join or for more information, contact:   
Dennis Shaffer, ATC’s Director of Landscape Conservation, at dshaffer@appalachiantrail.org or call 802.552.4738
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